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see for themselves. I have been there 
and stood in them. They are, in fact, 
100 percent real. 

This is a dilemma for Israel. They 
want to improve civilian life in Gaza 
by letting these important materials 
pass through its blockade, but they 
also know their enemies will steal 
these materials and try to harm 
Israelis. 

The violence that began last week 
came as a result of protests regarding 
an ongoing Israeli court order to evict 
Palestinian families from the Sheikh 
Jarrah neighborhood of Jerusalem. 
Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas, who is serving his 
16th year of what is supposed to be a 4- 
year term, Mr. Speaker, called for un-
rest in the streets. Not to be outdone, 
Hamas and the PIJ recognized a polit-
ical opportunity to assume the mantel 
as protectors of all Palestinian people. 
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These terrorist groups responded by 
gutlessly and indiscriminately firing 
over 3,000 missiles since last Monday at 
hospitals, schools, and other civilian 
population centers across central and 
southern Israel. 

Thankfully, the United States pro-
vides Israel with generous military as-
sistance for the Iron Dome and other 
missile defenses. This system has inter-
cepted 90 percent of the missiles. How-
ever, there have been 10 Israelis killed, 
including two children. 

Israel has the right to defend itself 
from unprovoked terrorist attacks 
from Hamas, PIJ, and anybody else. 
The Israelis responded forcefully, ac-
tively trying to limit civilian casual-
ties by calling residents in targeted 
buildings and deploying ‘‘knock on the 
roof’’ warnings. This is a courtesy that 
terror groups like Hamas and PIJ do 
not and will never return. 

Without these important measures, 
Mr. Speaker, hundreds more Pales-
tinian civilians would be dead because 
Hamas and PIJ use commercial and 
residential buildings to house their 
military operations and ammunition 
depots. This disgusting tactic is the 
reason why the Palestinian death toll 
is higher and why the lives of dozens of 
innocent Palestinian children have 
been lost. 

These terror groups are more than 
willing to use their own people as 
human shields for the sake of vilifying 
Israel. Unfortunately, the most radical 
Members of Congress and the American 
mainstream media have bought this 
narrative hook, line, and sinker, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Hamas and the PIJ are no friends of 
ours and want the same fate for Israel 
that so many terrorists want for the 
United States: the complete and total 
destruction of democracy. 

If you are going to blame Israel alone 
for the recent violence, you are being 
nothing more than a useful idiot and a 
publicity tool for the two terrorist or-
ganizations. 

RECOGNIZING TERI TOPPING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
have the privilege of recognizing one of 
the millions of hardworking, taxpaying 
Americans who form the foundation of 
our Nation’s economy through their 
employment in small business—in this 
particular case, the healthcare indus-
try. 

Mrs. Teri Topping of Elkins, West 
Virginia, has served her patients excep-
tionally well throughout her distin-
guished career as an orthopedic nurse 
manager. 

As a result, Mrs. Topping is beloved 
by her community for the conscien-
tious care that she has provided to 
those in need. Her outstanding per-
formance has helped her local hospital, 
the Davis Memorial Hospital in Elkins, 
West Virginia, become one of the best 
hospitals for joint care in the entire 
Mountain State. 

It is hardly surprising that Mrs. Top-
ping’s patients illustrated their deep 
appreciation for her incredible efforts 
when the Inter-Mountain’s 2021 Peo-
ple’s Choice Awards opened balloting 
to the public. In a heartwarming dis-
play, those graced by Mrs. Topping’s 
skill and dedication voted in droves to 
grant her this year’s award for Best 
Nurse. This tremendous honor is well 
deserved. 

I extend my thanks and congratula-
tions to Nurse Topping for her phe-
nomenal service to the people of West 
Virginia. I encourage everyone, espe-
cially young nurses, to follow her ex-
traordinary example. 

Teri Topping and her husband, Ret 
Topping, are the mother and father of 
three beautiful daughters. They also 
are grandparents. They have their first 
grandchild, fortunately, living nearby 
them in West Virginia. I consider them 
personal friends, and they are pillars of 
the community. 

Congratulations to Nurse Teri Top-
ping for her Nurse of the Year award. 

f 

HELP FOR VETERANS FACING 
STRUGGLES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. CAWTHORN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CAWTHORN. Mr. Speaker, for 
eight generations, my family has lived 
in the mountains of western North 
Carolina. Many of my family members 
have served in our Armed Forces. I 
grew up surrounded by men of courage 
and patriotism who dedicated their 
lives and their honor in defense of this 
American Republic. 

I understand, as much as one can 
without serving, the struggle a veteran 
faces attempting to reacclimate to ci-
vilian life. It is incumbent on the 
American people to work hand in hand 
with our veterans and streamline their 
transition back into the workforce. 

To that end, I urge support for H.R. 
2167, the GI Bill National Emergency 
Extended Deadline Act. Included in 
this larger piece of legislation is a pro-
gram that I am proud to advocate for. 

My language in this bill authorizes a 
pilot program to allow States to use 
grants or contracts to carry out short- 
term fellowship programs for unem-
ployed veterans. This program is not 
some revolutionary concept, but what 
it does is build off the successes of 
other pilot programs in the veteran 
community. 

This program would authorize DOL 
VETS to carry out a pilot program 
similar to fellowship programs created 
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation to allow States to use 
grants or contracts to carry out a 
short-term fellowship program. 

After the participating States have 
been selected by the DOL, each State 
would enter into an agreement with a 
nonprofit organization to carry out the 
short-term fellowship program. Par-
ticipants would be provided a small sti-
pend while they are participating in 
the program. 

This program prioritizes veterans 
and opens up new and unique pathways 
toward employment. This new fellow-
ship program will build upon the suc-
cesses of other fellowship programs 
across the country, and I am confident 
that it will empower unemployed vet-
erans to find meaningful work in the 
post-COVID economy. 

The benefits of this program are nu-
merous. It will give eligible veterans 
the ability to gain on-the-job experi-
ence in a field of their interest while 
earning a monthly stipend. 

I will always fight for the veteran 
community in NC–11, and this program 
is a bipartisan measure that puts vet-
erans first. 

One of the foundational attributes of 
Americanism is our sense of brother-
hood. Those who sacrifice for the good 
of this Nation are not simply a re-
source to be utilized and then cast 
aside. These are our heroes, and they 
deserve much more than what our Na-
tion currently provides them. 

When I left my mountain home to 
come to Washington, I promised the 
veterans in our district that I would be 
their weapon in Washington, D.C. I will 
never abandon those who sacrificed 
their lives and livelihoods in defense of 
our freedoms. 

For too long, we have cast our vet-
erans, these guardians of our Republic, 
by the wayside and derided their sac-
rifice. Never forget, America is the 
land of the free because of the brave. 
Together, we can show these men and 
women who dedicated their lives to us 
that we will not turn our backs on 
them. 

Join me in supporting the new vet-
erans fellowship program, and let’s 
take a firm step toward supporting our 
veterans. I urge all of my colleagues to 
vote in favor of H.R. 2167, the National 
Emergency Extended Deadline Act. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. KAPTUR) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

God of the universe and all who dwell 
therein, every nation, every tribe, 
every people and language stands be-
fore Your throne. 

In gratitude, we stand alongside our 
brothers and sisters to celebrate Asian 
American Pacific Islander Month, ac-
knowledging the first known Japanese 
immigrants in 1843, the Chinese labor-
ers who sacrificed their lives and dig-
nity to build the transcontinental rail-
road, the Vietnamese for whose free-
dom many spilled blood. 

We pause to stop and consider how 
You have brought them and countless 
others, Koreans, Filipinos, Indians, and 
Pacific Islanders, to these shores as im-
migrants, refugees, or even war brides, 
blessing their journeys with hope for 
the freedom and opportunity our coun-
try’s vast resources provide. 

Lord, we acknowledge and honor so 
many who have made significant con-
tributions to law and medicine, science 
and technology, arts and entertain-
ment. How humbled we are by the 
wideness of Your embrace and how in-
debted we are to the evidence of Your 
hand in all of creation. 

Free us, then, from our hatred or in-
difference toward those whom we per-
ceive as the ‘‘other.’’ Instead, reconcile 
us to Yourself and to our compatriots, 
that we may consider how, by Your di-
vine providence and grace, O Lord, we 
are a richer Nation because of the 
blessing of our diversity. 

It is in the unity of Your name we 
pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s 
proceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Nevada (Mr. 
HORSFORD) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HORSFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JULIANA URTUBEY 

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize and celebrate Ms. Ju-
liana Urtubey, a Nevada teacher whose 
commitment to joyful and just edu-
cation has led to her well-deserved se-
lection as the 2021 National Teacher of 
the Year. 

Ms. Urtubey is a first-generation im-
migrant and bilingual educator who 
works in special education at Booker 
Elementary in Nevada’s Fourth Con-
gressional District. 

At Booker Elementary, she is known 
as Ms. Earth for beautifying the com-
munity with gardens and murals. 

She teaches her students to take 
pride in themselves, their identities, 
and their strengths. 

She is the best of Nevada, the best of 
our educators, and we are so proud of 
her. 

f 

HONORING ELY BLAISDELL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Ely Blaisdell of South Fork, Pennsyl-
vania. Ely has accepted a fully quali-
fied appointment to the U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy in New York. 

Ely is a senior at Bishop Carroll 
Catholic High School. He has two sib-
lings, Eban and Margaret. He is the son 
of Michael and Karen Blaisdell. He is 
the grandson of the late Herbert and 
Carolyn Kessler and Eva Stahr-Kessler, 
all of Johnstown; and Margaret and the 
late Mark Blaisdell of Wilmore, Penn-
sylvania. 

Ely is following in the footsteps of 
two of his uncles, Dan Kessler and Paul 
Kessler, who graduated from the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy in 1979 and 
1975, respectively. 

Madam Speaker, Ely Blaisdell is a 
dedicated member of his community. 
His passion for service and his commit-
ment to his education will serve him 
well as he heads to Kings Point, New 
York. 

Good luck to him as he enters this 
next chapter of his life, and I thank 
him for his service to our country. 

RECOGNIZING FALLEN 
SERVICEMEMBERS 

(Mr. AUCHINCLOSS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize our fallen 
servicemembers as Memorial Day ap-
proaches. 

This weekend, I was proud to join in 
the dedication of the Fall River Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Wall, which 
pays homage to the nearly 60,000 Amer-
icans who died in Vietnam. They were 
not always honored as they should 
have been by their contemporaries, but 
we honor them now. Liberty, justice, 
and democracy are ultimately pro-
tected by those who are willing to lay 
down their lives to defend these values. 

This coming Memorial Day, let us 
enjoy time with our friends and fami-
lies, a more acute joy than ever, after 
this past year. But let us also center 
ourselves on the true meaning of the 
day and reflect on the sacrifice and 
valor of those no longer with us. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF 
THE ATTACK ON SANTA FE HIGH 
SCHOOL 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the vic-
tims of the heinous attack on Santa Fe 
High School on this day back in 2018. 

Three years ago, Santa Fe, Texas, a 
salt-of-the-earth town in my district, 
was confronted with an incomprehen-
sible evil. Instead of revisiting those 
horrendous acts of violence, today I 
rise to honor the lives that were trag-
ically cut short: 

15-year-old Aaron Kyle McLeod; 
15-year-old Angelique Ramirez; 
14-year-old Kimberly Vaughan; 
63-year-old Cynthia Tisdale; 
17-year-old Sabika Sheikh; 
17-year-old Jared Black; 
16-year-old Shana Fisher; 
64-year-old Glenda Ann Perkins; 
15-year-old Christian Riley Garcia; 

and 
17-year-old Christopher Stone, who 

was adventurous, understanding, and 
easy to talk to. 

Both Christopher and Christian have 
received medals of honor for the deed 
they did. 

Madam Speaker, it was a solemn day. 
f 

CONGRATULATING ABBY CROW 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate a 
young woman from my district for her 
appointment to fill an important seat 
in the State of Iowa. 

On April 16, Iowa Governor Kim Rey-
nolds appointed Abby Crow, a native of 
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